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At Cranborne Church of England First School and Nursery we believe that every child is unique and
we strive to promote an inclusive and caring community within our school. We value each child
equally and understand the importance of showing flexibility and adaptability in our teaching
approaches to ensure that we remove the barriers to learning that children with special
educational needs and disabilities may face.

From September 2014 all schools and academies have been required to publish information about
their Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision. In Dorset, this forms part of a Local
Offer, which provides information and guidance on services for children and young people, aged
0-25, with SEND. Information regarding education, health, social care, preparing for adulthood and
leisure can be found on this dedicated website. https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-
families/sen-and-disability-local-offer/dorsets-local-offer

What types of special educational needs do we provide for?

Currently at our school we are supporting children with physical disabilities, medical conditions,
speech and language needs, learning difficulties such as dyslexia and dyspraxia and social,
emotional and mental health difficulties.

How do we identify children with SEND?

Prior to starting school, a child may already have been identified with a Special Educational Need
or Disability. In this case, we work closely with the parents/carers and supporting agencies to ensure
a smooth transition.

As a school we identify and assess children with special educational needs through;
e talking with parents/carers and the child
e referrals from parents/carers
e using prior information from previous settings
o key stage results
e EYFS baseline data
e observation and feedback from staff
e assessments measured against age related expectations (ARE) in reading, writing and
maths
e Outside agency involvement and advice
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Should a class tfeacher identify that a child is not making expected progress either in their academic
learning or social learning, a meeting would be amranged between the class teacher and
parent/carer to establish the barriers to learning.

We use the Dorset Graduated Response to SEND support, which gives us guidance on the four
categories within the SEND Code of Practice and placing the child on the SEN register. This gives
the class teacher, parents/carers and the child, a clear vision of the support that is being given and
the next steps. The provision may involve adapting the classroom, the outside environment or
involving outside agencies to meet a child’s needs. At the initial stage of identification and
throughout the assessment process, we will involve the child and keep parents/carers informed.

How do | contact the SENDCo?
Our school SENDCo is Mrs Rebecca Peckham and she works in our school every Wednesday for half
a day. Mrs Peckham can be contacted by telephone and via our school email address;

Telephone: 01725 517439
School email: office@cranbornefirst.dsat.org.uk

How do we involve your child in their education?

The views of your child are very important. They will be included in the process of reviewing their
learning and the support needed. The class teacher will discuss your child’s individual targets with
them.

We always invite the children with an EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) to be part of the
annual review process. A frusted adult will spend time supporting them to share their views about
school via a child-friendly questionnaire which forms part of the review. This also provides an
opportunity for them to celebrate their achievements over the year.

How do we approach teaching children with SEND?

We are a kind and supportive learning community that understands a child’s happiness and sense
of security are the first and most important considerations that affect their readiness to learn. We
have high expectations and aspirations for all children and strive to ensure that every child receives
‘quality first’ teaching that both stretches and challenges them whilst remaining engaging and
inspiring.

We have trained staff in school who are able to deliver a range of targeted and specific
interventions that support a variety of needs including; Emotional Literacy Support (ELSA), speech
and language therapy and daily reading and phonics support.

How do children with SEND engage in activities available to children in the school who do not
have SEND?

All children are encouraged to engage with all aspects of school life. Our Educational Visits Co-
ordinator oversees the process of planning outside visits and activities and ensures that we have
considered everything that is necessary to meet the needs of individuals and ensure safety for all.
Where any possible barriers may present, we actively seek advice and discuss with parents and
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outside agencies if needed, to develop a comprehensive plan. In addition, we create ‘social
stories’ for children who need exitra preparation before an educational visit. These are shared at
home and school and have proven successful, preparing children for what is going to happen and
to help reduce any anxiety relating to changes in routine.

What support is there for improving emotional and social development?

The well-being of all children is our primary focus. Children are supported with their social and
emotional development throughout the school day, through the curriculum and through extra-
curricular activities.

Pastoral support is available for children in need of additional emotional and social development.
We have one qualified Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSA) who can provide children with
individual or small group support. We have measures in place to prevent bullying (please see our
positive behaviour policy on the school website).

How do we ensure that our staff are trained to support children with SEND?

Within our staff team we have a qualified SENDCo and one Emotional Literacy Support Assistant.
Staff in our school, have a range of certifications, from general teaching qualifications to specialist
skills for delivering subject specific interventions. We are always developing our skills and aim to
broaden our expertise to improve the quality and breadth of provision we are capable of delivering.

How do we evaluate the effectiveness of the provision we make for children with SEND?

Evaluation of the effectiveness of our SEND provision is a key part of our work in school to ensure
children are benefiting from the interventions we offer and are getting the best possible additional
support they can. All interventions are carefully monitored over a fixed period of time to ensure that
progress and the impact of provision can be carefully evaluated.

The SENDCo meets with the SEND Link Governor to discuss all areas of SEND within the school, the
impact of interventions and progress made.

Accessibility and Levels of Care

Cranborne Church of England First School and Nursery adheres to an Accessibility Plan, which sets
out how the school will increase access to the curriculum for disabled pupils, improve the physical
environment of the school to increase access for disabled pupils and make written information more
accessible to disabled pupils by providing information in a range of different ways.

The school has physical access to most areas within the building and outside play areas with slopes
and a lift to the upstairs classroom. There are disabled toilet facilities and acoustic panelling in all
classrooms and the hall which has improved the auditory environment. Wherever possible we aim
for all children to be included in our class and whole school educational visits. Therefore, we
carefully plan our provision to provide the necessary support to any children with SEND to access
the experience. A comprehensive risk assessment is always undertaken prior to any offsite activity
to ensure that everyone’s health and safety is not compromised.



Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEPS) are completed by the Headteacher for any
children with additional needs to ensure they are kept safe during an evacuation of the school.
These are reviewed annually or as and when required.

Who helps us support your child?

Where a child’s provision needs may require further investigation or more specialist approaches to
intervention, we also work alongside a wide range of outside agencies to provide the best possible
provision for our children. Where a child has a specific need, we will actively seek out the specialist
service or support needed to ensure all children’s needs are met.

Some of the educational outside agencies we work alongside include;
e Educational Psychology
e Dorset Council Specialist Teacher Service
e QOutreach Services, including ASD (Beaucroft Outreach Team)
e Specialist Health Services; Speech and Language Therapy (SalT)
e School Nursing Team and Health Visitors
e Occupational Therapy (OT)
e Physiotherapists
e Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
e Behaviour Support Service (BSS)
e Portage Pre-school Service
e Poole Paediatric Team

What support is available to parents of children with SEND?

The partnership between parents and school plays a key role in promoting a culture of positive
expectation for SEND pupils. We value this partnership and encourage it by operating an ‘open
door’ policy.

There are also a number of outside agencies that can be accessed to support families with children
with SEND. These include;

e Action for Children (offer family support, home visits and parenting advice)

e Dorset Family Information Service (offer information and guidance to help children, young
people and their families, including information about schools)

e Dorset SENDIASS (offer independent information and support to parents and carers of
children with special educational needs)

e Dorset Parent Carer Council (run by parents of children with disabilities for parents)

e Dorset Families Matter Programme (support for families who experience many complex
challenges to help them improve their well-being)

Arrangements for supporting children who are ‘looked after’ by the LA and have SEND

Looked after and post LAC are supported at Cranborne Church of England First School and Nursery
in the same way as any other child and this support will be supplemented through ‘pupil premium'’
funding. Should a child who is ‘looked after’ have SEND needs also, their needs will be met in



accordance with the school SEND policy. There will also be additional procedures in place to ensure
they reach their full potential in academic, social and emotional areas.

A child is deemed to be ‘looked after’ by the Local Authority if the child’s parents or the people
who have parental responsibilities and rights to look after the child are unable to care for him/her.
The child will have a detailed Care Plan which included all aspects of their care and education.
The AHT is the Designated Teacher responsible for making sure the relevant parts of the plan are
supported whilst the child is in school. Funding is supplied to the school to help implement the
necessary care package (£2,300 per year). This funding is called pupil premium funding.

How might we support your child with transition?

We have very good relationships with our feeder settings and the settings that our children move
onto. We share information to support children’s learning and well-being at key transition points.
Our induction programme for our new Reception intake includes; a transfer taster session in small
groups in the Reception classroom during the summer term, a parent information meeting attended
by key school staff including our SENDCo, joint meetings with pre-schools to identify children who
may need additional support with the transition to school and a home visit for each child with our
Reception class teacher and teaching assistant.

When moving classes within school; information will be passed to the new teacher in advance, visits
to the new class will be encouraged, any resources or equipment necessary will be transferred to
the new classroom, parent/carer meetings will be encouraged and we will seek the views of the
child to support any questions or concerns they may have.

At the end of Year 4 the majority of our children will transfer to Cranborne Middle School. Our Year
4 teacher and SENDCo meet with the Year 5 Leader and SENDCo from CMS to transfer records and
information. We arrange additional small group visits to the Middle School for identified children
prior to Transfer Day. Teachers from CMS visit the children in the summer term, to teach an English
and a Maths lesson, CMS provide opportunities for the children to visit the Middle School with their
parents prior to September. We also run in-school ELSA sessions during the summer term, focusing
on the transition process for a select few children who may have increased anxiety at this fransition
point.

What happens when parents and carers are not happy with our provision?

If you have any concerns we encourage you to arrange a meeting with your child’s class teacher.
Should you wish to discuss your concerns further you are welcome to make an appointment with
the SENDCo and/or Headteacher. If your concerns are not dealt with satisfactorily the process
outlined in the school complaint policy, which can be accessed via the DSAT website, should be
followed.



